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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, SENV, IMCO, PN 

SUBJECT: PARTICIPATION BY PANAMA IN LONDON PLENIPOTENTIARY 
CONFERENCE ON OIL POLLUTION APPEARS UNLIKELY 

REF: A) STATE 296444; B) PANAMA 2446 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO REFTEL, EMBOFF MET WITH PEDRO BRIN 
MARTINEZ, DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANI- 
ZATIONS, CONFERENCES AND TREATIES IN THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
RELATIONS, AND ALSO SPOKE WITH MS. CAMILA M. VIVES, DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF CONSULAR AND SHIPPING AFFAIRS, MINISTRY OF TREASURY, 
CONCERNING PANAMA'S VIEWS ON U.S. PROPOSALS WITH REGARD TO 
TANKER SAFETY AND POLLUTION PREVENTION. MR. BRIN ASSURED 

EMBOFF THAT PANAMA WAS FAVORABLY DISPOSED TO ANY LEGISLATION THAT 
SERVED TO CURB OIL POLLUTION, AND MAINTAINED A KEEN INTEREST 
IN SUCH LEGISLATION BECAUSE OF PANAMA S INHERENT RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE PANAMA CANAL. 

2. BOTH MR. BRIN AND MS. VIVES BRIEFLY OUTLINED THE PROBLEM 
PANAMA FACES WITH REGARD TO ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE FEBRUARY 
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CONFERENCE OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL MARITIME CONSULTATIVE 
ORGANIZATION (IMCO). PANAMA IS SEVERAL YEARS 
BEHIND IN THE PAYMENT OF ITS DUES TO IMCO. THE GOP 
HAS NOT INCLUDED THIS EXPENSE IN ITS ANNUAL BUDGET. 

AS MS. VIVES POINTS OUT, SINCE THE DUES ARE BASED ON 
SHIPPING TONNAGE, PANAMA'S SHARE, INCLUDING THAT PORTION 
IN ARREARS, IS NOW A CONSIDERABLE SUM. 
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3. ALTHOUGH PANAMA HAS SELECTED TWO REPRESENTATIVES TO 
ATTEND THE FEBRUARY CONFERENCE (ANTONIO/STAGG, PANAMANIAN 
CONSUL IN NEW YORK AND JAMES MUSSER, ALSO AT THE NEW YORK 
CONSULATE), THEY MAY NOT ATTEND SINCE, BEING IN ARREARS, 
PANAMA WOULD NOT HAVE A VOTE AT THE CONFERENCE. THIS 
YEAR THE GOP IS ATTEMPTING TO BUDGET FOR THIS EXPENSE 

AND TO PAY HALF OF ITS BACK DUES NOW AND THE REMAINDER 
IN INSTALLMENTS OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. HOWEVER, IF 
IMCO DOES NOT ACCEPT THIS ARRANGEMENT AND RESTORE PANAMA'S 
VOTE AT THE CONFERENCE, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THE PANAMANIAN 
DELEGATION WILL ATTEND. 

4. MR. BRIN AND MS. VIVES MENTIONED THAT THE GOP HAS NOT 
RECEIVED ANY RESULTS OF THE MARINE SAFETY COMMITTEE (MSC) 

AND THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE (MEPT) MEET- 
INGS. AND BOTH EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN RECEIVING ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION. MS. VIVES WAS PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS TO OBTAIN 

A COPY OF THE FINAL REPORT OF THE JOINT MSC/MEPC MEETING. 

5. MS. VIVES EXPRESSED HER INITIAL REACTIONS TO THE ADMIN 
ISTRATION’S INITIATIVE ON MARINE OIL POLLUTION IN REF B). 

JORDEN 
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